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Proclamation 4854 of August 24,1981 

Women's Equality Day, 1981 

By the President of the United States of America 

A Proclamation 

On August 26, 1920, the 19th Amendment to the Constitution became law, USC prec. title 
granting women the right to vote. On this, the 61st anniversary of that mile- 1-
stone, all Americans should reflect on the progress we have made toward 
the goal of equal opportunity. 

Since ratification of the 19th Amendment, women have played increasingly 
important roles in guiding the Nation's basic institutions. While women 
continue to fulfill the irreplaceable and vitally important roles of wife and 
mother, increasing numbers of them have entered the professions and the 
work place as well, making steady, significant progress over the years. 

Today, women faithfully shoulder responsibilities at all levels of govern­
ment and in every area of employment and education and are opening up 
new opportunities every day. On this occasion, it is fitting that we honor 
the contributions women have made to every aspect of our development as 
a Nation and rededicate ourselves to maintaining a society in which the 
rights of all citizens are protected. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, RONALD REAGAN, President of the United States 
of America, do hereby proclaim August 26, 1981, as Women's Equality Day. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this twenty-fourth 
day of August, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and eighty-one, 
and of the Independence of the United States of America the two hundred 
and sixth. 

RONALD REAGAN 

Proclamation 4855 of September 4,1981 

National Hispanic Heritage Week, 1981 

By the President of the United States of America 

A Proclamation 

The Hispanic peoples, their traditions, language and culture are a vital part 
of the American heritage. Their influence on our nation began with the 
Spaniards long before our revolution brought independence from England. 
This heritage can today be found almost everywhere in our daily lives: the 
arts and music we enjoy, the architecture of the homes and buildings in 
which we live and work, the history we read, and the language we use. 

The Hispanic peoples today add to our strength as a nation with their 
strong devotion to family, deep religious convictions, pride in their language 
and heritage and commitment to earning a livelihood by hard work. Out­
standing Hispanic men and women have advanced our nation in science 
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and technology, business and public service. From the Southwest to the 
Northeast of the United States, they carry on their tradition of service to 
the communities in which we all live. This year, San Antonio has joined 
Miami and other American cities in electing a prominent Hispanic citizen 
as its mayor. Hispanic Americans bring to us, as well, a tradition of respect 
for the role of women both at home and in the workplace. Hispanic Ameri­
cans serve with distinction in our military services today as they have 
served with leadership and courage on the battlefield in defense of this 
nation in the past. 

Their contributions all too often go unrecognized. It is, therefore, fitting that 
we set aside this week to honor the Hispanic peoples that are among us as 
a nation of Americans. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, RONALD REAGAN, President of the United States 
of America, do hereby proclaim the week beginning September 13, 1981, as 
National Hispanic Heritage Week in honor of the Hispanic peoples who 
have enriched our daily lives, our traditions and our national strength. In 
this spirit, I ask all of our citizens to reflect on the sense of brotherhood 
that binds us together as one people. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this fourth day of 
September, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and eighty-one, and of 
the Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and 
sixth. 

RONALD REAGAN 

Proclamation 4856 of September 8,1981 

Death of Roy Wilkins 

By the President of the United States of America 

A Proclamation 

To the People of the United States: 

With sadness, I announce the death of Roy Wilkins who died today in New 
York City. 

Roy Wilkins worked for equality, spoke for freedom, and marched for jus­
tice. His quiet and unassuming manner masked his tremendous passion for 
civil and human rights. 

He once said, "The heritage of a man of peace will endure and shine into 
the darkness of this world." Although Roy Wilkins' death darkens our day, 
the accomplishments of his Ufe will continue to endure and shine forth. 

As a mark of respect for the memory of Roy Wilkins, I hereby order that 
the flag of the United States shall be flown at half-staff upon all public 
buildings and grounds, at all military posts and naval stations, and on all 
naval vessels of the Federal Government in the District of Columbia and 
throughout the United States and its Territories and possessions until his 
interment. I also direct that the flag shall be flown at half-staff for the same 
length of time at all United States embassies, legations, consular offices, 
and other facilities abroad, including all military facilities and naval vessels 
and stations. 
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